
An Regional

License Plate Club Meet

Coolidge Chamber of Commerce
Artisan Center

351 N Arizona Blvd

Stay cool in Coolidge Arizona!

Meet runs from 8:00 to 2:00 pm
Please do not arrive before 7:30.

Registration fee for all attendees is $10.00 and includes
donuts and coffee in the morning, and lunch.

Please RSVP by Wed 7/31 to Dean at 520.733.3391

or email Clark at alpsclub@cox.net. Please indicate

how many people will attend, Thanks!

Our room in Coolidge is indoors and air conditioned. About 25
tables will be available, although it is probable we will have

more. If you are able to bring your own tables, please do so as
we may limit tables if we begin to run out.

We are only a few blocks away from the Casa Grande Ruins
National Monument, I hope you will stop by on the way home
and see this historic monument. Some of the earliest known

people in Arizona lived in this historic area.

Display Theme:

DEALER
PLATES
Anything dealer

related –
Manufacturer, In

Transit, test vehicle,
dealer boosters and

frames, etc.

Awards presented for
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place

and will be determined
by popular vote.

August 3, 2019



Street parking available on Northern Ave

State

Route

87/287

FROM TUCSON:

Take I-10 north to AZ-87 near Eloy

Exit onto AZ-87 and drive north for 18 miles.

In Coolidge, watch for Coolidge Chamber of

Commerce and turn Right on Northern Ave

FROM PHOENIX:

I-10 South to AZ 187/387 (Exit

185). Exit east and turn right

immediately on AZ 387. If you

miss 387 then AZ 187 will get

you there too.

At AZ 87, turn Right and drive

about 6 miles to Coolidge.

Turn Right to stay on AZ-87

Head south on AZ 87/287 and

watch for the Coolidge

Chamber on your left.

Turn Left on Northern Ave and

park in any available spot.

HOW TO

GET HERE

351 N Arizona Blvd

Coolidge, AZ 85128



Arizona

members in

Knoxville!



TO: Arizona License Plate Society Members

FROM: Clark, Bruce and Dean

SUBJECT: ALPS CLUB LICENSE PLATE COLLECTION PROJECT

As we announced at the Buffalo Chip Meet on February 2, 2019, we are pleased to announce a major
step forward in completing the club project initiated by Joel Kimmet almost 20 years ago. In 2018, we
acquired a 1914 passenger plate which was the final plate to complete the club project collection. Dan
Ciancio arranged for purchase of the 1914 and the same number 1916 plate was available, which Dan
purchased and generously donated to the club project collection. This allowed us to sell the 1916, which

had previously been in the collection. Dennis Gates purchased the 1916 for $300, which goes into the
club project fund. Gene Cox, who has been a strong supporter of the project since its inception
generously contributed $1,000 to complete the project and also offered to help find venues for public
viewing of then collection. Thank you, Dan, Dennis and Gene, for your continuing support.

We have been asked why we need additional funds now that the collection is complete. The final task
is to put the collection in professional displayable form to place it in venues such as museums, state
buildings and hopefully Sky Harbor airport. The displays have to be professional, portable and secure
and such displays are not readily available. We purchased display grates from the Open Wheel racing
Museum, which is closing down, but the displays need modification including resizing and stabilization.
You saw the first of the displays at the February 2nd meet and attached is a picture. The displays were
stabilized by welding the base and adding and welding a steel frame at the top. The wheels were
replaced with sturdy industrial strength wheels capable of supporting the frames hung on the grids. In
addition, we purchased professional glass frames to mount the plates. Each display allows for four
frames on each side, but some venues will not allow for two-sided viewing, thus we can only count on

single sided viewing.

We are contributing our time in working on the displays and frames, but cash expenditures include
picture frames, the displays, modification parts, welding of the displays and wheels. We have budgeted
$2,200 to get the project in display form with $480 spent to date and one display completed, which we
unveiled at the Buffalo Chip meet.

Joel Kimmet’s original vision was to put together a collection of all the Arizona state issued license
plates to display to the public. The team that worked with Joel included (but certainly not limited to)

Clark Wothe, Gene Cox, Sam Guthrie, Gary Fox, Julio Abraham, Bob LaBrash, Arlon Burns and the
task of putting the collection together was not easy. We also can’t forget the generosity of club members
who donated plates for the display, Thank you! It took many years to complete the collection and we
have not had great success in finding placement for the collection, largely due to the inadequacy of the
display format. We now have a viable plan and want to move forward to completion and placement.

The purpose of the project is to assemble a historically significant display to educate the public on this
important part of Arizona automobile history. When completed and displayed, the collection will be eye
catching and attract interest in the history and the hobby. As the first frames were completed in the
framing store, they drew attention from customers who were curious and full of questions about the
history. We feel this is how we can promote and grow our hobby. Automobilia collecting (gas and oil
adverting and road signs) has been growing, but license plate collecting has not kept pace.
Interestingly, this year’s Barrett Jackson automobilia auction included license plates and there was
interest! This is our opportunity to kick start our hobby. When the display is completed, we plan to
approach Barrett Jackson and Mecum to agree to provide display space for the collection.



Since our last meet, we met with the Arizona Capitol Museum and Arizona Historical Society to show
them what we have done and discuss putting our display in their museums. Both museums were duly
impressed with the display and excited about the prospect of displaying it in their museums. The
reception we received was very encouraging as, both were full of ideas about placement in their
museums and how they might pair it with other displays. The Arizona Capitol Museum even talked
about creating a game for children to identify certain plates on the displays. We are pleased with the

prospect for moving forward and hope you are too.

In order to complete the project, we need to raise some funds. The collection as it stands required the
work and effort of many members and financial and license plate contributions also from many of our

members. We are in the final stretch and need about $900 more in financial contributions to reach the
finish line. If all of our members contributed $10 dollars, we could wrap it up, but not everyone can or
will do so. Instead, we ask that you contribute what you can. Remember, the project benefits all of us
by promoting and enhancing our hobby. The display includes the plates of course, but also text on the
history of Arizona license plates and a list of those who contributed plates, funds and time to the project.

One interesting idea to raise funds, is an opportunity to permanently adopt one of the plates on the
display, which was originally purchased by the club to add to the display. Each plate in the display will
include a plaque under the plate with the donor’s name. The plate numbers available for adoption are:

1914 2014
1917 2015
1932 2016
1933 2017
1937 2018
1959 2019
2013 2020

This is an opportunity to add your name to one of the available license plates, even if you already have
your name on one of the other plates. All members will have an opportunity to bid on one of the available
plates, but we will have minimums on the early rare plates, which only makes sense as other names
on the list donated the entire plate to get on the board.

Our plan is to offer some of these sponsorships via a silent auction that would continue over several
meets in order to give everyone a chance to bid. Details will be explained at the next meet.

Whether you plan to adopt a plate or make a cash contribution, please consider donating what is
comfortable to you. This is our project, which is an enduring historical display and a testament to our
club’s contribution to the history of our hobby.

Thank you in advance for your help in getting to the FINISH LINE.

Clark Wothe - President

Bruce Biemeck – Vice President

Dean Sandvold - Secretary


