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April 22, 2022 

To the ALPS Nation… 
 

Two meets in the books, and four to go in 2022.  Three brand new sites, and several display awards to 

give away coming up.   I hope you are enjoying your ALPS meets and also we trust the meets are 

providing a great relief from all the stress going on in the world.  It’s times like these where it is great to 

have a fun hobby and terrific friends to share it. 

Your ALPS officers which include myself, Bruce Biemeck, Dean Sandvold, and Kevin Allen are at work on 

our next great adventure, a meet that will look different than our regular ALPS meets.   The Bob Bennett 

family has invited us to visit and tour their museum deep in “rim country” in the mountain town of Pine.   

There will be room to meet and trade plates, but the highlight is a tour of the Bennett family’s collection 

of classic plates, petroliana, and cars.  Bruce and I toured the location and were excited about what we 

saw and can’t wait to share it with the ALPS family.   The Bennett’s have invited us as a tribute to long 

time ALPS member Bob Bennett Sr, who joined ALPCA in the 1960’s and passed away in 2013.  Many of 

the items on display are continuations of collections Bob Sr collected over the years.  Long time ALPCA 

members in Arizona will likely remember Bob Sr.   Bob Jr and his family have been at several of our 

recent ALPS meets, and we collectively thought this meet would be an excellent tribute to Bob Sr.    

Although space will be limited, based on attendance numbers at our past ‘distant’ meet sites I think we 

can accommodate most or all who are able to make the drive to attend.  You will notice the attached 

meet flyer does not have a map or an address.   Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate “walk 

ups” as we are not set up to have a large “surprise” attendance.  The Bennett’s have been very gracious 

to sponsor a catered lunch which must be ordered ahead of time.   In addition, due to the tight parking 

situation, we need to be able to manage the number of cars brought on to the property.   For these 

reasons, an RSVP and reservation will be required to attend. 

For license plate trading, we will need to know if you plan to bring plates to trade or sell.  Those cars will 

park up front near the meet area so you can trade or sell from the back of your car.  This is a similar 

setup like we had at a meet in Lakeside a few years ago.   Sellers will need to provide their own tables or 

set up on the ground.   There will be a handful of tables available that will be reserved for those flying to 

the meet or traveling a long distance.  If any extra tables remain, they will be available to local members.   

If you have a smaller stash like just a couple of boxes, we will find space for you. The trading area will be 

100% outdoors, so watch and plan for the weather.  The temperature at this elevation will be cooler but 

there is limited shade.   If you are attending the meet but not trading or selling, we have supplemental 

parking a short distance away and you will be directed to park over there as to save the limited spaces up 

close for our sellers.   As people arrive in the morning, you will be directed where to park. 

Because of the parking situation (and let’s face it, the high cost of gasoline), members are strongly 

recommended to carpool with other members from your area.  We want to be able to accommodate as 

many of our members as we can, and every car we can keep off the property makes it easier for us to 

bring in more people!   Especially if you are coming from Tucson (four hour drive each way), or even 

 



Phoenix, please consider carpooling.  We only have spaces for about 20-25 cars, and hence will need to 

track cars just like we do RSVP’s.  Need a carpool partner?  Inquire when you RSVP about a match.  As 

RSVP’s come in we will let you know other members who RSVP’d in your area. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND:  Reservations will be on a first come first served basis.  We will need to 

know 1) how many people, 2) how many are coming in your car, and 3) if you need a seller’s space for 

your car.   RSVP can be made by calling Dean at 520-733-3391 or emailing Clark at alpsclub@cox.net.   

We will be in continuous contact with the Bennett Family.  If we determine we are at capacity we will 

keep a wait list if there are cancellations.   For those with a confirmed reservation, you will receive a 

second flyer with the map and the address. Lodging options are in Payson, about 15 miles away. 

Since we need additional setup time in the morning, and to make the long drive easier, note the later 

start time of 9:00 AM. Please be respectful of the Bennett family and their neighbors, and DO NOT arrive 

early. The Bennett’s property is gated and the gate will not open until 9:00. Arriving early will mean a line 

will form on a single lane residential street which will block access for neighbors. We are hoping we are 

occasionally invited back for summertime meets, so please comply with these special requests. By the 

way, nearby Payson has several breakfast restaurant options and lodging.  In addition, may we 

recommend the Early Bird or Randall House restaurants in Pine which offer breakfast. If you have a 

reservation, we will ensure you have a place.  The abbreviated meet will run from about 9 to 11:30, then 

we will have lunch, an auction, and guided tours of the museum.   

As a tribute to Bob Sr, our display theme will be Porcelain Plates.  As usual, first, second, and third prizes 

will be available.  If you have any nice porcelains, please bring some to show off! 

Souvenir ALPS 2022 Plates:  Still in production.   The process has taken longer than I think any of us 

anticipated but all of your orders are in current production.   I do not have any updates at this time, but 

I’m not confident we will have in time for the May meet.  Sorry for the delay but this is out of our 

control.  We appreciate your patience and looking forward to receiving the final product. 

Lastly, I am saddened to report the passing of two more of our members, Ron Chamberlain and Bill 

Brown.  Ron was from Chandler and Apache Junction, and lived for a few years in Green Valley.  Ron and 

his family have been in our club for about 15 years and attended some of our meets every year.   Bill 

lived in Tucson and attended most of our meets.  Bill loved old Arizona plates and the Mexican graphics.   

It’s hard to think about our meets without these two great members there, smiling and always up for a 

good conversation.  As I went though old photos of these two in our ALPS photo albums, I think about 

how many great times we had with Bill and Ron, as well as some of our other members we lost over the 

last couple of years. 

Thanks all for your continued support of our  

club, RSVP as soon as possible for Pine,  

PLEASE carpool, and hope to see you there! 
 

Clark 
 

Clark Wothe,  ALPCA 6191 
President, Arizona License Plate Society 
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